Gregory Beaver, Guest Cello Master Class
Tuesday, February 18, 2020, 7:00-9:00PM
Recital Studio

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847)

String Quartet in F Minor, Op. 80 (1847)
I. Allegro vivace assai
Favola Quartet
Haeni Lee, violin
Nick Hammel, violin
Ruben Balboa III, viola
Chan Song An, cello

Bedrich Smetana
(1824-1884)

Piano Trio in G Minor, Op. 15 (1855)
I. Moderato assai – Più animato
Trio Rouge
Sohee Kwon, piano
Nick Hammel, violin
Chan Song An, cello

Robert Schumann
(1810-1856)

Cello Concerto in A Minor, Op. 129 (1850)
I. Nicht zu schnell
Bitnalee Pong, cello
Patti Wolf, piano

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)

Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op. 33 (1876)
Kelvin Lee, cello
Patti Wolf, piano

GREGORY BEAVER, cello

GREG

From the beginning of his work as a performer, cellist Gregory Beaver has been
fascinated with the process of growth. This fuels his performing, composing,
teaching, and writing with a passion from 18 years of performing internationally with
the Chiara String Quartet. It permeates his published writings in Strad Magazine,
a book on computer programming, his contributions to the open source programming
world and even his personal recipe for guacamole. After the Chiara Quartet concludes
its performing activities in 2018, Mr. Beaver will take this passion and devote it to
expanding his teaching activities, composing, and solo performing.
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Teaching traditionally invokes the image of a staid classroom, clear curriculum and
strict rules to be followed. Mr. Beaver is not interested in just conforming to what has
been tried in the past. His experience in the bumpy career path of a professional string
quartet illustrated quite clearly that a holistic understanding of life, art, and business is
more energizing. His students have been on the receiving end of experiments for
many years to help them develop the precise skills needed to unlock their true
potential, as humans and ambassadors for their music, and not just as cellists. He is
the author of several cello etudes called the “Impossible Etudes” and myriad exercises
to fine-tune the specific needs of each student.
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His writing touches on issues relating to self-awareness, on practicing effectiveness,
on connecting to others more effectively in chamber music as well as poetry and
larger issues with society and politics. Mr. Beaver writes for his
blog, https://gregorybeaver.com, as well as CelloBello, where he is a regular guest on
“cello chats.”
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Before his professional life in the Chiara Quartet, Mr. Beaver studied with Joel
Krosnick at the Juilliard School, and Norman Fischer at Rice University. He had the
opportunity to work with great conductors such as Claudio Abbado, Pierre Boulez,
Seiji Ozawa, played principal cello of the Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra, and
won first prize at the Corpus Christi International Competition. He began his cello
studies under Char Sherman as a Suzuki student and studied in high school with
renowned pedagogue Louis Potter, jr. Mr. Potter studied with Willem Willeke at
Juilliard, graduating in 1935. Mr. Willeke had a long and fruitful relationship with
Johannes Brahms, perhaps explaining why Mr. Beaver feels an affinity for Brahms.
Gregory loves to experience the completeness of things, and has performed cycles of
Solo Bach, Beethoven Cello/Piano Sonatas, as well as Brahms, Beethoven, and
Bartok cycles with the Chiara Quartet. He lives with his wife, Hyeyung Yoon, 2
daughters and cat in Lincoln, Nebraska.
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